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I
S it just us, or is it soooo
difficult to get up in the
morning. Back into the hustle

bustle of the working year and it
seems harder than ever. Arising to
drizzly grey skies doesn’t improve
things a lot either. Summer? That’s
right, those three hot days before
Christmas.

If the weather is still depressing
you take some solace from the fact
that it’s only 3C in Stockholm (hey,
we had to think of something). 

Good on ya Christchurch police!
The crackdown on noisy vehicles
has begun. There’s nothing worse
than walking down a quiet street
and what sounds like a fleet of F16s
dive-bombing turns out to be a
black hatchback with tinted
windows. Do you ever get the
impression that Christchurch has
become almost a “sanctuary” for
black Mazda Familias with mag
wheels? Maybe the species is in
danger … or maybe this is where
they come to die. 

Either way extinction may not be
a bad thing.

Some animals that DO still need
your help are the four-legged

variety. During December over 300
cats and kittens landed in the lap of
the SPCA. If you are thinking of a
family pet PLEEEASE contact
them!

Not a good week for The Royals
(or Harry’s “supplier”). Harry’s
Hooch has caused a hell of a hoo-ha
among royalists. It just goes to
show that they are human and can
fall foul of the same things we can.
Charlie did the right thing so it
seems all might be well and back in
high spirits again (or NOT as the
case may be).

Another British institution has
hit the headlines this week. You
may have spotted in Wednesday’s

edition of The Christchurch Citizen
that James Bond has dumped the
BMW for his old favourite. In fact
the new version of his old favourite:
The Aston Martin V12 Vanquish. Is
this thing flash or what? We want
one (two)! We are also eagerly
awaiting the next 007 epic, which is
currently being filmed (and
directed by a Kiwi). 

Today we see the start of the
under-19 ICC cricket world cup.
Sixteen nations are competing for
the youth cricket’s top honours
here in Christchurch. If you want
to catch some action keep an eye on
the sports page for times and dates.
Book now for Nepal v Papa New
Guinea ... and we thought shooting
was their national sport.  

Flick of the week: Ocean’s Eleven,
Hoyts. 

Now this is a little gem. A remake
and modernisation of the first Rat
Pack movie, it twists and turns to
provide a great brainteaser. George
Clooney, Brad Pitt, Andy Garcia,
Julia Roberts and Matt Damon
ensure that this star-studded cast
gives it all they’ve got. Quite

frankly they couldn’t have picked
better people to play these
characters. The story was not
altogether unbelievable while it
retained some James Bond
ingenuity. In parts quite a “gadget”
movie without being overdone. Set
in a Vegas Casino and well worth a
look.  

Eat of the week: Asko Espresso, 76
Victoria Street.

Yes, this is that “furniture shop
café place” on the corner of
Salisbury Street. A very European
feel, reasonable prices and modest
yet great service makes this a must.
Sit outside and just enjoy a nice
evening or possibly a midday
retreat. A very calming ambience
with some great fare. Try the
caesar salad or pizza with a fine
vino.  

Wishing you a weekend as
opposed to a weak end 

Mike Yardley can be heard on
Newstalk ZB and Andrew Sepie on
Classic Hits 98FM, and both can be
seen on CTV.
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River fun for everyone
by Heather Campbell Hapeta

W
ITH the school holidays nearing the end, you may
have almost exhausted the activity options around
the city, but have you included boating on the Avon

– one of the time-honoured ways of enjoying the warmer
weather in the Garden City?

The centre of this boating fun is, of course, the Antigua
Boat Sheds. Established in 1882, they have drawn many
generations of Christchurch people who have enjoyed
spending time messing around in the hired boats.

The boat shed was built by a couple of boat-builders and is
one of Christchurch’s oldest buildings. It is open all year
round, and with a café full of home-cooked food attached, it
makes a great setting for all sorts of events – from weddings
and cocktail parties to children’s parties – as well as being an
ideal starting point for a family fun day out.

Canoes and paddle-boats are available for hire and you can
also be punted upstream, through the beauty of the
Botanical Gardens – sipping champagne or tucking into a
hamper of food is optional.

You can also punt further downstream, leaving from the
Kate Sheppard suffrage statue beside the Worcester
Boulevard bridge down to the Manchester Street area. 

Both these routes offer a restful and different way to see
the city.

The present owners of the Antigua Boats Sheds are a
family who have run the business since 1987. “It’s a lifestyle
thing,” they say, “we love not being confined to office space.”

The fame of the Antigua Boat Sheds has spread wide and
far and some tourists have even come directly to the boat
sheds from the airport. 

So, next time you’re looking for a  pleasant way to pass the
time, and one that’s distinctively Christchurch, head for the
boat sheds, right by the Public Hospital.
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